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Proceedings of *he 39%) Annus 
ord Street, 7% > Friday, Saturd 


: 2cth April, 19435. 
FIRS? DA&YyX, 


} The General Secretary called the Conference to order at 11.20 a.m. 


Chairman - a, "aters. 
Vice -Ciuairman - Ee. Lake. 
Tellers - Heolas, Jones, Offord and Reginald. 


; 
FEFORT OF STANDING ORDERS COMMITTZE: The Standing Orders Committsce 
reported that there were present 23 Delegates representing 10 Branches. 4] f 
Resolution - K.™. McLaughlin (S.W.London) and Rabin (Maryienons) "That i 
the report of the Standing Orders Committee be adopted” Agd. [ 
The Standing Orders Committee further reported that os Islington Branch. 
‘ had been formed less than six months their Delegstes could sit only 


with the permission of the Conference. 


Resolution - McDowell (Lewisham) and Howard (Bloomsbury) “That the 
Islington Delegates be allowed to sit” Cd. 19-0. 


REFORT OF THE OS$th EXECUTIVe COMMITTEE, 


Ae 


\ 
d BAY -OUT OF AGENDAY 
Rosolution - h.¥,. McLaughlin and Lawlor (S.¥%.London) "That this Confer- 
. ence endorses the new form of Agerda and asks the #£.C. to continue 
ba with this lay-out in the future.” Cd, 22—-e7 
$ ! 


&.C. MELTINGS, 


Wo action. 


ge? 


B.C. ATTENDANCES , 
No action. 


BRANCHES AND MEMBERSHIF, 

) Expulsions. No action. 

) Dundec Branch. No action. 

) Tooting. No action. 

) Islington Branch. No action, 

) Central srenche No action. 

) Report of Central Organiser. The Central Organiser mms asked by 

Islington Branch to explain his fatlure to contact known groups of 

sympathisers outside London with «1 view vo forming nov branches Tis 

General Secretarv replied that this work was in fact being carried 

out by the Central Branch Secretary who was in the best position to 

deal with it and that he hoped to be able to report to the 5.9. shortiz. 

Resolution - Lawlor and #A.4%. McLaughlin (S.%.London) "That this Confer--~ 
ence urges the Central Organiser to maintain closer personal contact 
with Branches" Cd 19-0. 

Resolution - "akeling and Willis (Islington) "That this Conference 
expresses its disapproval of the Central Organiser's report inh that it ~ 
doses not report the activities of the Centrel Organise: but is 2 resume 
of the Farty's activities given in the general report" Lost 6-125 — 

>» 


FROPAGANDA , 


(a) 1942 Conference Resolutions on Debates end Mass Msctingg. 
Resolution - K.W. McLaughlin ard Lawlor (5.%.London) ‘That this © 
ence urges the =.C. to confine Mass Meetings to either n general 
ment of the Socialist case by savoral speakers, or one mecting, 
subject" Lost 7-22. 
(b) 1942 Delegate Mesting Rosoluti 
(c) Freraganda Statistics. No action. 
KEFORT OF STANDING OnDERS COMMITTEE: The Standing Orders C 
reported thit there were now present 58 Delegates represen 
Branches. q 
Resolution - Kk.¥. HeLaughlin (S.¥%.London) ond Rabin (Mary 
he report be adopred” Aga. 


neport of the 39th Annual Confersencs. 


FROPEOGANDA ( Cont.) 


(ad) 1942 Conference Resolution on Method of Aprointment of Fu ax 
Fropagondist. The General Secretary reported to Conforéneg: pe 
; when tho ©.C. received the report of thair sub-committes set up | er F yor 
with the question, the EC. had in faet deetded to pleco on them * at 


inary *genda the Resolution carried by the 1942 Conferonce sot 
Branches might instruct their Delegates thereon. Owing to the 
in the Secretarvship an oversight had occurred and the hesolutiony 
not placed on the “gendn. 

Resolution - Kabin and Goldman (Marylebone) "That the whole ques 


should be referred back to the B.C. and that they arrange for 4 PX) a 
instructed vote, either at the next Delegate Meeting or by a Fary Oh aa 
Foul on the question: 'Shall Paid Party Yorkers bo appointed by] ue 
a.v.? 


Amendment - R.W. Melaughlin and R. McLaughlin (S.%.London) "That 
Conference, having considered the report of the E.C. sub-committa 
on the appointment of peid propagandists, recommends that such 9 
monts be open to nomination by Branches, the nominess to be exami 
by an examining committee appointed by the =.C., and those satisfyin 
the committee of their ability, to go to 1 Party Foll” Lost 12-24. 

*“mendment ~ Willis and Yakeling (Islington) "That this Conference ~ 
is of the opinion thet the method of nppointment to paid positions 
the Party should te by means of nominations from the Branches nd 
appointment yy the wee Lost 11-14. 

*mendment - Denne and Howard (Bloomsbury) -'"That this Conference 
recommends that 11 full-time paid propagandists should be nominated | 
by the Branches or the &.C. but should be appointed by the =.C." 

Lost 16-17 

*mendment - Curtis and Hampson (Chiswick) "That the matter of the 
appointment of Full-Time Paid Fropigandists be left in the hands of 


the EaGn" Cd. 15=175% Sub, Res. Cay 1927. 
RESOLUTION (A) - Bloomsbury Branch. "That the =.C. be instructed to 


get to work immediately on the task of preparing to meet the problems 
of the post-war period when excelliésnt propaginda prospects will open 
up for the Farty." 

In support of the Kesolution it was stated that after the war there 
would be 2 considerable field for our propaganda and that ve should 
troin 1 substantial number of speakers, writers, atc. to deal with 

the situsetion. Such training could be furthered by the preparation 
of skeleton lectures which could be made available by the &.C. for use 
under such conditions. The B.C. should prepare a body of efficisnt 
members large enough to ensure that our propaganda could be spread all 
over the country. ‘ further suggestion was that the E.C. should make 
efforts to increase the interest of Branch Meetings. ' 
The kesolution was opposed on the grounds that the work should be 
carried out by Branches and not by the &.C. who were already overlon | 
with work and further that it was doubtful whether centralisation of 
such activity would be successful, ¥ 

The Kesolution was Carried 37-7. 


HESOLUTION (2) - Hackney Branch. "That the &.C. ruling that no outdoor 

propaganda meeting shall be held without the presence of an official 

Farty speaker be rescinded." 

and — 

7 ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (1) - Chiswick Branch. "The advisability of p 

ting outdoor meetings without an official speaker but with a Ch 

aprroved by the Fropsganéa Committee.” 

In support of the Resolution it was claimed that Branches were 

best judges of speakers suitable to take charge of propaganda 

a3 was the case before the war. It was further stated that 

; attitude of the authorities was to ignore small organisatio; 

difficulties were not likely to arise through the us6 ore a 
speakers, 

In opposition it wos urged that the only solution of the 

to develop competent speakers and it was not Correct 

the best judges of propagandists for use under the pr 


' ine Resolution was Lost 11-28. ; olen 


ie 


fF the 39th *nnual Conferenes. 


Pago 3, 


FOh DISCUSSION (15) - Marvlebene Branch, "That in view of the 
heanxed situation, tho Farty should revert to the puace-time procedure 
Bf extending its outdoor activities, and encouraging new speakers to 
ako the platform as widely as possible," 
In support of this item it was stated that conditions hae now changed 
psufficicntly for propacanda to be extended snd new speakers placed on 
tha platform. It was also claimed that the situation during the war 
phad never been so difficult 13 the B.C. imagined. In any cease we 
should be prepared to face a certain amount of difficulty in order to 
@et our propareandsa acroas, 
In opposition it was stated that conditions were in fact 1s difficult 
now as at any time durine the war end that experience showed that 
there yas 1 need to exercise extreme care, *n oxample woa given of 
the experiences in this direction of another journal, 


TEM POR DISCUSSION (i141) ~- Bloomsbury Brench. "Is Griticism of other 
oreanisations beine cenducted in the most useful way?', 

The question was raised whether Tarty Fropagandists were adopting an 
lconoclastic attitude and spending too much time in morely attacking 
other organisations without recognising that most of thom were sincere- 
ly supported by larce numbers of workers, Farty speakers and members 
acnerally should: endeavour to avoid being unnecéssarily antaronistic 

to members of other orsanisations. The positive case for Socialism 
should first be put and questions should be awaited before dealing 

with other organisations On the other hand it could be said that 
criticism of other orrednisations was in fact positive propaganda of 
areat value 1s was shown by the succoss which attended debates. 

REPORT OF ST‘ NDING ORDERS COMMITTEE: The Standing Orders Committes 
reported that there were now present 39 Delegates representing 16 
Branches. " 

Kkesgolution - Millen and Howard (Bloomsbury) "That the report eal 


. BROPAGANDS Gorntwey 


Resoly ITRM FORK DISCUSSION (iv) - S.¥-London Branch. "Is the time opportune 


gand for the continuance of the paid Party Fropigandist?” 
ar 1! S.¥. London Delegates stated that their Branch did not oppose the 
principal of having a paid propagandist but they questioned whether ; 
(xviit) at this particular time the expenditure was justified. ir Une terme, ow 
max) it would bo preferable fer’ the money to be spent on the production of 
Oo eally more literature, ; 
nions * In opposition it was claimed that the results achieved completely 
It wasy justified the continuance of the scheme and that even i see) ae 
Trade literature wore produced it would still be necessary to have the 
incorré services of a paid propagandist to further its distribution, 
Trade L Resolution - Millen and Howerd (Blocmsbury) "Thit this Conferenta 
steps t supports the continuance of a paid propagandist” @d. 35)-0), 
In ofro@ kKesolution - Lawlor and fustin (S.%..onéon) "Thit the Party should 
jifferer devote far more attention to current news items and establish local 
eropedl discussion groups to present the Socialist interpretation of currant 
n order} events" Cem 07-4), 
olution 
4ce recd BDUC*T ION, 
irty's al 
y 


(a) Classe6s. 
Resolution - Lawler and ‘ustin (S."%.fondon) "That the classes held by 


= 5-3. § the Farty should he confined to the fundamentals of Socinlism, rather 
aays pr that public speaking and writing, which can be obtained at almost sll 
rg who L.C.C. Institutes and evening elasses" Lost 4-29, 
ee In support of the hesolution it “ag stated that excellent facilitios 

- 5.7. were provided by outside edueational institutions at a small cost for 
standin training in the essentials of speaking and writing and thet the Party 
non's ru would be wasting its time if it gave tuition .lonz such Itnes The 
ton acce main task of clissos should be to teach the fundamentals of SoC leis | 
uestione & member of the Yriters' Class told the. Conference that he had attends 
tion - L both the "riters' and Speakers! Clesges ond that the cround covered 
for Dis was Cssenticl to the training of both sponkers and writers The 
f Cd Resolution was . detontist ons 4 1 


BENE * nd cist an unnecessary reflect 


those responsible for running the elngeos. ton 


Fundamental questions 


——_— 


— 


wa 


“~ © 

nheport of the 39th Annual] Confersencc. Soy 
we. 

e at all times being dealt with et the Classes +o "5 
ane or Pe Editorial Committee stated that the Priters’ ae 
pEevsd itself exceedingly valuable and that 18 4 result it ~> a 
possible to build up 1 body of reliable writers. s".2 


ITEM FOR DISCUSSION (v) - Dagonhom & Komford Branch. “The settdi 49 0,01 


fF 4 Socinlist research depirtmsent. It sas urged thet it oa 
veer useful if those members who hid special facilitics for abt 


en 
useful information, newspaper cuttings, etc. could pool their oT. 
resources ond make the information avallable to other mémbeors Pe 


at meetings. 
A member of the Editorial Committee stated thet while a reseerens 
deportment would ultimately be necessary its function should nou 
that of distributing “potted" speeches to Farty Speakers which wag 
an undesirable practice, It should be 1 resenrch department in v 
renl sense of tho word but it could not be organised until there we 
members available with the menrns and time et their dispos.l. FOr 
moment efforts should be made to increase the Library with suitebie 
reference works etc. 


(bo) Library. The Chairman read a report presented by the present 
Librarians to the 40th £.C. in which it was recommended that in view 
of the loss recently of certain valueble books 1 section of the 
Library should be set spart for reference purposes only. 

Kesolution - Deans and Gilmac (Bloomsbury) "That this Conference 
recommends in view of the present difficulties in obtnining books 
the Library.be for the time being a Reference Library only 2nd thet © 
books maiv onlv be trken ayy with the special permission of the =£-C- 

Cad. 22-4. 

GREETINGS FROM FIATIES ABRO"D: At this juncture the Chairman read to 


the Conference messaces of greeting that had been received from the 
S.F.N.Z. and the W.S.F. of the U.S.A. 


Resolution - Hampson (Chiswick) and Howard (Bloomsbury) “On the 
occasion of its 39th Conference the S.P-.G.B. sends fraternal greetings 


to its Companion Farties abroad” Cd. unnn. 
LIVER sTURS . - 
_ RESOLUTION (D) - Hackney Branch. "That the ban on 'Sar and the Working- 


Cinss" be lifted and the pamphlet be re-printed."” 

AMENDMENT - Chisyick Branch. "That the B.C. consider the possibilities 
of removing the ban on ‘Tar and the Yorking-Class'." 
It was strated that without a very close knowledgs of the present 
conditions it would be’ unwise for Conference to come to a Gecision sn 


such a question. In matters of this cheracter it would be better for 
a decision to be made by the #.C. 


ithe Amendment was Carried 21-19, and as 1 Sub-Kes., 21-19. 
3 


RESOLUTION (F) - Lewisham Branch. "That . committee be set up to examin 
present and future post-war reconstruction schemes with 1 view to 
publication of pamphlets or &.8S. articles.” 

In support of the Resolution it was pointed out that the Farty sho 
be ready with pamphlets and S.S. articles immediately the wor was 

dealing with the various schemes for reconstruction that would be 

current and that preparation of such material should be undertaken 
immediately and by others than the Bditorial Committee who were olre 
overburdened with work, 

* member of the Zditorial Committee expressed the view that th 
should not wait until the cessation of hostilities before publ 
such material but that as in the past opportunity should be ta 
publish pamphlets on topicnrl items whenever possible. Three s 
pamphlets had in fscet been published during the last few years 
preoccupation of the Editorial Committee with the S.S. ar 
the shortage of writers able to gunrantee a sterdy supply 
but there were signs thet this difficulty was getting les 

The Kesolution was Lost 18-18. 
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they are easily i 
for all Farty pamphlets so that . 
LMENDMENT - Southend Branch. "*dd after ‘identifi 


the emblem of the Party, the same size mp, thay 
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ITpBm FOR DISCUSSION (xiv) - 


he 39th Annual Conterccpeg. 


Fageo 5. 
solution it 1s claimed that with the exception 

nt pomphict, cover designs had not been suitable and 

ould establish a suitable cover desien for all future 

Stovold (Faddincton) "That the vote be taken” 

Lost 1]-21. 
was stited that past cover designs had gonerally 
sood and that in any case even if it were decided to 


mrosition it 
n considered 


tondordise 1 cover future Conferences and/or £.C.s would undoubtedly 
hon At 
Yrotest 


is raised against Branches placing items of minor tmportance 

‘genda which could quite well be dealt with directly by the 

Chiswick branch. "That the &.C. consider 

the possibilities of transiaving Farty Yorks into foreign languages." 
The nocd was stressed for having Socinlist literature svallnble after 
t} mr for use abroid to meet a need that it was felt would arise. 
Further it was pointed out that there were larce numbers of refuross 
qt present in this country to whom Socialist literatursc in their own 
lancsucgées should be made available. member of the Editorial 
Committ stoted that from time to time material had been translated 
into French, German and Esperanto. 

(a) Earty Publicetions (Editorial). 

Resolution - Millen and Giimac (Bloomsbury) "That this Conference 
recommends thet a lercer type be employed for the printing of the S.S." 

Lost 7-23, 

Resolution - KR. MeLoauchlin oné Lawlor (S.W.London) "That the B.C. 
bea recommended to ask the Editorial Committce to allocate at le rst one 
E°gse in each issue of the S.S. to ‘answers to correspondents'," 

Lost 13-18. 

(0) Forty Fublications (Distribution). 


No action. 
(c) Non-Party Fublicatftcns. No action. 


THe FIRST D'Y'S FROCBEDINGS TERMINSTED AT 6.5 F.it. 


Sf GeO UND DA YX: 
The Conference resumed at 11.20 2 m. 
FID. NCE, 


(a) Statement of *ccounts. 

hegolution - Stovold and McLean (Paddington) "That this Conference 
recommends that the Statement of Aecounts be presented in a more 
simplificd form designed to give more clarity and less attention to 
detail" Lost 4-20. 
On behalf of the Resolution it was said that it was difficult to 
agcortain the expense incurred ond the income received under the 
various headines such 2s Propaganda, Literature, etc. Certain itoms 
could 1lso be lumped together. The General Socretary explained that 
the present form of *ccounts was in »ecordance with tho wishes of the 
last Conference and wag 1 simple method of presenting the various items 
of income and expenditure, 

(bd) Appeels for Funds. 

heaolution - Millen vné Yheale (Bloomsbury) "That this Conference ) ‘ 
recommends thet in future the Party shall not use draws 1s 1 means OF 
raising money" Cd. 18-0, 
In support of the Resolution it was stated that the Party should rely 
on financial assistance from members and sympathisers and not on 
those who wore not interested in Socialism but would purehss6 dra¥ 
tickets purcly for speculatize purposes. Further that the results 
nchioved did not merit the time ind trouble incurred by members in 
selling tickots, . 


PTO. 


‘YS 


Conference. 


heport of the s9th “anur 


H.O. FREMISES, 


lution on Faid Head Office Ag — °c: ws 
a 94 ence Resolution on : Le! sist beat. : 
(o) Peron Try gouthond Branch. “That 9a full-time 1ss8igt ose 


7s 


be encagee at Head Office to deal with correspondence ang 
business.” 
and 
ITEM FOK DISCUSSION (vi) - Io]mers Groen and Southend Branem 
apoointment of a full-time paid General Secrotary. 
It «ns claimed that the organisation of the Party could bem 
nbly improved by the emplovment of 92 full-time paid Head Off] 
sssistant. 
On the other hand views were expressed that there was no nega 
moment for such 1 position as the work was being carried cute 
torlly but that the Fartv would be able to take such 2 step 
the need arise, Conference were asked to bear in mind the pos 
at some future date . paid General Secretary and Organiser tam 
co-ordinate Farty activities Further, that suggestions for 


improvement of organisation should be submitted to the 1942 Conf 
Committec. 


The Kesclution was Lost 4-31. 


re NS et 


HG6solution - Steele and Shaw (Falmers Green) "That this Conference 


recommends the £.C. to consider the possibiiity of appointing 4 
time paid General Secretary" Lost 4-30. 


(b) 1942 Delegate Meeting Kesolution on Type of Fremisos. 
ITEM FOn D USSTION (xiii) - Southend Branch. "Th=t the &.C. be 


instructed to secure Head Office premises in a less expensive part” 
of Longoria. No action. 


{c) Efforts to obtain new H.O. 


Fremises, No action. 


SOCIAL ACTIVITIES . 


(a) 1942 Delegate Meeting Resolution on arrangements for Socia 
Alek: 157 TSS, No action. 


(db) Socials. No action. 


OTHE N“TTERS ARISING FROM CONFSRENCER AND DELEGATE MEETING 1942. 


(a) 1942 Delegate Meeting Resolution on sending of matter to the Fress. 
No action: 


(b) Faid Members' Status. 


hESOTUTION (5B) - Glaseow Branch. "That the 1941 B.C. ruling that full]e 
time paid propagandists aré ineligible to serve on the Fropaganda 
Committee or as Fropaganda Secretary be rescinded," © 


AMENDMENT ~ Dngenham Branch, "That the ruling read that full-time paid 
propagandists are ineligible to serve on the Froprganda Committees but 
eligible to serve as Fropsreandsa Secretary." 

The eeneral question of the status of paid members was discussed. 

It was stated that the basis of the membership was that of common 
relotionship and that the Farty would be able to control its members 
whether paid or unpaid. There was no reason to suppose’ that the 
outlook of paid members would deteriorate just because they were paid 
and that no member should be excludad from participating in the full 
scetivities of the Party. The question should not be considéered from 
a. personal point of view but as one of principle. If the present 
policy were persisted in it would lesd to a complete cleavage betwee 
roid and unpaid members and would give point to the criticisms mado 
non-members that as the S.P.G.B. develops it would have the same 
leadership problems as other organisations. In the event of paid 
members serving on the £.C. it would be reasonable to presume 
sould not partnke in discussion where their own personal inter 
involved. Should xhuses arise they could quite easily be d 
nt the tigger 

In opposition to these views it was urged that pald mombers 
te in. position to make decisions affecting their own Pp 
interests nor should they supervise thelr own work. How 
11s desirable to eliminate the relationship of employer 


western Socinlist’.” _——— 
—_ 


ooth 'nnusal Confurenes, Fago Te 


Ba not in fact possible to do so. Morbers of the Farty wore 

Ady vrevented from undortekine certain activities ~- B.C. members 
d not serve os Deleaates at Conferonces wheres their work is under 
mew, otc. The rossibility must be faced that «= largé proportion 
the &.C. baing composed of paid members. Questions of personel 
rest sre likelv to influence decisions of such members. TS musi, 
now to avoid such contingencies ond not woit until the 


b~4) 


Resolution 71s Corried 26-18. 
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OF ST‘ NDING ORDERS COMMITTZ2Z, The Standing Orders Committee 
Sported that there were present 36 Delogates representing 16 Branches. 
BOlution - Howard (Bloomsbury) ond Clark (Faddington) "Thet the 


Peport be rdopted” Aad. 


WIS. | ae 


Meh M’TTERS ARISING FHOM CONFEHENCE AND DELEGATE MEBTING 1942 (Cont. 


©) 1942 Conference Committee. 

Btew FORDISCUSSION (viii) = Glascom Branch. ""eys and means of 
improving the party machine and simplifying branch procedure,” 

Resolution - Deane ond Howard (Bloomsbury) "That the two reports of the 

1942 Conference Committee and ‘Item for Discussion (viii)'’ be diseurnsed 

at a Farty Meeting to be called at 1 future date" Cd, 24-8. 


STATEMENT ON Wik, 


ilz FOn DISCUSSION (x) - Manchester Branch. "The Party's attitude to 
wor, 


Manchester Braneh Delegate complained at the dolay in submitting the 
Strtement to Branches and claimed that the &.C. should have accopted 

at once the @raft when submitted by the Bditorial Committee and 
forwarded it to Branches for their examination. The General Secretary 
replied that there hed been no avoidable deiny and that the B.C. were 


not prepored to issue to Branches reports from their sub-committees tse 

without the &.C's prior consideration. Wee 
Resolution - Maertens (Manchester) and h.¥. McLaughlin (S.W.London) aq On, 

"That the B.C. esk Branches for written criticisms of the Statement Ptea 


on "ar to be submitted back to 211 Branches with 1 view to discussion 
at a special Farty Meeting or Conference” 

Mmendment - Stovold and Clark (Patsincton*s "That discussion on the 
Stetement on "ar bo deferred until the next Delegate Mecting" 

Unions Resolution - Lees (Manchester) and Curtis (Chiswick) "That the vote 
= be taken" Cd, 30-0. 
Trade The *mendmont as Lost 8-24. 
incor Fmondment - ‘ndrews and Bowie (Southend) “Delete ... ‘Party esting or!" 


Trade Lost 6-22. 
step *mendment - Crisp and Kerr (Yest Ham) "Delete ... 'a special Farty 

In op; Meeting or Conference’ and insert ... ‘the next Delegate Meoting or a 
differ Spocial Conferenco'™ 


SFPPOP hesolution, - "hale (Bloomsbury) and Clark (Paddineton) "That the vote 
In ord be taken" Cd. 28-1 


Resolut tc The *mendment was then Lost 10-12. 


ence re Tre hesolution wag Carried 32-2. 


Farty's 
SMENDMENTS TO AULE, 
Xi) ~ S.% Glasrcow E ' te 'aat a teaitt 
ee. cass : ranch. hule 2 line 1. Delete “ds and insert ‘'6d'"Lost 11-35 
‘ankore ®,  gouthond Eranch. fulo@"line 2.  "Delote '3d’ and insert '4d™Lost 13-25, 
lolorates,’  res#ow Eranch. ule O line @,  "Delets 'twopence' and insert 'four= | 
) S\3 pence'., Lost 8-34. ' 

ie Falmers Groen *mendment. "Delete ‘fourpence'and insert 'threepence!.” 
odel stan a Pag oan 
opt pl Hackney branch *mendment. "+ng add after ‘Rule 2’ in line 3 ... ‘Amy 
Ce le branch having 12 or fewer members at the end of t 
sa Odnat ion e previous quarter to be excused from paying dues stam; 

and shall not be penalized thorefor',” Lost 2-44. 


[tems for C 
ietinc” C 


(2 CONPHNEN: insort ... 
nla shall not te oligible for candidature!," 


— F Gone roves, 
et ae Goneral Secretan. 


Glaseos Bronch. Fle 12 lines 3.4.6 and 6. “Delete fourth sentence 
Swrember Of less than six nore stand 
ost <A 


as es 


—_—— 


o 
AD to 
of 
° 
Report of the 39th ‘nnuaj Conforenco. . 4 oo 
"Delete '7' and insert oS <° voy 
Southend Branch. Rkule 13 lino 2. De 7 woot, 
Z : a> ay 
Marylebone Branch. Rule 15 line 2. "Delete "quarter! and ¢ oo?! 
oe ee ert after ‘Bran i say 
Marylebone Branch. Fule 20 line 3. ns og”. 
aEysSee . SnALL include a Financial Statemont for oor oe, 
vear'." Cd, 22-20. P P ‘ “— 39 
Southend Branch. Rule 20 lines 5 and 6. "Doleto all Of 3 
graph and insert ... ‘On the demand of 4 Oat! 
q card vote must be taken. The Delogat at 
present to record only the votes cast ee ot 
‘against’ at their summons meeting '. er? 
Southend Branch. Rule 22. "Southend Branch's Amendment 
be tnserted between paragraphs 2 and & _« 
P 
Merylebone Branch. Rule 22 lino 4. "Insert after 'Confe 
"Fall-time Faid Farty Officials and tt 4 


full-time Faid Party positions shall 
to sit as Delegates'." Lost 11-35. 
Marylebone Branch. Rule 23 line 2. "Insert after 'sivamiam 
a report for the previous yoar, and ses 
Bloomsbury Branch. Rule 33 line 5. "Delete ‘refer full 
all branchés”’ and insert ... ‘submit 
the charge’," 
Feddington Branch ‘amendment. "dd after 'Ghargo" Que 


Sub. 
Enckney Branch. New Rule. "No member of the H.C. gha 
on any sub-committee.” Lost 22am 
Hackney Bronch. New Rulé. ""ll- members of subd-com 
subject to nomination and election 
manner as Party Officials." Lost~ 
PUBL IGHiye 
(a) Financia] *llocation. No action. v 


(tb) Advertising. : 
IToM Fon DISCUSSION [xx) -~ Chiswick Branch. "That A” 
in -lilocation of funds be granted to the Publicity ai 
tion with their work." 
In support of the item it wag claimed that valuable 
been done in advertising the Party's literature and 
into the range of the Farty many workers who coud no 
any other means. * Manchester Delegate stated tha 
in touch with svmpathisers whose knowledge of the 
zained by national advertising. The scope of tna 
work ehould be extended to include advertising me 
ganda efforts should be allied with publicity campa 
of press notices of mestings was questioned. : 4 
Rkesolution - Maertens (Manchester) and A.W. McDaughlin 
"That a substantial increase in allocation of funds 
Publicity Committes in connection with their work 
their activities be extended" Cd. 30-7. 


THE SECOMD DAY'S FHOCEEDINGS TERMINATED AT 6. 


THIRD 0 ae 


The Conférence resumed at 11.25 a.m. 
ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 


yii) - Executive Committee, for Comrmace Tf 
of the opinion that all sympathisers of the 
to form local groups for the purpose of sy 
implications of the Object and Declaration 
standing resulting therefrom boing the esentia 
for mumbership of a Socialist organisation.” 


Faso 9. 


J ’ the S9th "np 


2 fi General Secretary read «1 letter from Comrade Ilés sugresting that 

“hes, oporaginds in the pest had t certain extent been dissipated 

Qe : Ethot it should nom be more concentrated tn winnine sympathisers 
Emontership of the farty by means of the formetion of study grours 

- B vo called "Friends of Socialism”, The S.S. should devote oa 

Laie Benlor column to advertisinz such seroups. The Centro] Erench 

tena Beretary stated thot « certain smount of pruliminoary vork in formine 

ee Bovincinl] members into zroups was already deine carricd out, 


Biution - &. McLouchlin and h.¥. McLaughlin ($.4#. Lonéon) "That 
his matter te refcrred to the 1942 Conforence Committee and rranches 
sutmit. their views on this question to that Committeo - 
Bndsent - Lewrence and Deane (Bloomsbury) "Thst this Conference 
Brecomnonds that tha Central Organiser, Central branch Secretary and 
he Goncral Secretary be requested to put this ides into operation. 
Can SOE 
Sub. Res. (el 30-7. 
member of the 1942 Conferonco Committee in support of the kesolution 

stated that his Committee rlresdy had in mind tentative proposals 
alone the lines sueceated *v Comrade Iles. 
For the *menément it 71s cleimed that as a certain amount of sork hac 
unsjertalken the Officials coneerned should continue. 


Be asked t 


already toen 
Other points were thet amone the large membership of Central Branch 
there should te some members who roulé te willins to do spadework in 


establishing such croups. The frotlem was not 1 difficult ono end 
the miin need was to find active and enthusiastic members in provin- 
cir] centres 1s organisers. 


FAnTI“¢S ApbhOsD, 


Rkesolution on Corres 


(e) 1942 Delegate Meeting 
Companion Farties. No action. 

(tb) International Statement. The Oversens Secretary strtod in revly 
to « question that the ".5.F. had rejected tho proposed International 
Statement on the «rounds that it was not sufficiently lively and that 
its quotations were drown largely from English sources. The motscrisl 
of the Statement w2s miinly on post-war reconstruction. A member of 
the aditorinl Committee said that the Statement wis in o form réquested 
by the #.S°.F. 

(c) Contact with Comreanion Farties, 
Resolution - n.%. Mclaughlin and Lawlor (S.#.Llondon) "Thet the 2.C. bo 
asked to consider the advisatility of inserting 2 small penél in the 

5.5. givine the designations and addresses of Companion Farties 
atroad, space permitting” 

Resolution - Yiker (S.¥.Tondon) and Judé (Islineton) 
be put" Cd. 21-0. 

The nesolution w1s then Carricd 20-2, 


"That the question 


In reply to. further guestion the Oversens Secretory informed the 
Conference that 1E Fublic Litraries had go far sccerpted the "“%estern 
Socialist” ond that 1 considerable number of further acceptances ore 


expected. 
This concluded the consideration of the Report of the 39th E.C. 


Resolution - A... MeLauchlin (S.4%.London) and Lawrence (Bloomsbury ) 
That the kerort of the 39th B.C. be adopted” Cd. unan,. 


RESOLUTIONS , 


(C) ~ Hackney Branch. "Thot the @.C. be asked to craw up @ list of 
quéstions to te submitted to applicants for membership of the Party.” 
TT2M FOn DISCUSSION (1x) - S.%. London Branch. “"Thot the branches be 
asked to appoint a committee of three to examine applicants for 
membership ond to advise the branches as to their suitertiity.” 

In support of the Resolution it was claimed thet brenches sométimés 

asked -pplicants too complex questions and thet . standerd set of 

questions would assist in voiding this situation. 

In opposition It ans suucested that 9 s*t form of questions might 

réveal . superficin] knowledges of the Ferty's ensc but not cive a 

P Bad. 
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herort of the 39th fnnual Canferenee. 
a 


‘a : derstonding. Snother 
ecrrect picture of an applicant 3 unde Q | 
wis that the best method would be for Branches to set up Spe 
committescs to deel with aprlicants in the first instance. 
The Resolution mas Lost 4-42. 


hesolution - K.¥. MeLauchlin and Lawlor (S.4¥.London) "That ene 
be asked ts appoint a committes of three to oxamine applican s 
membership and to sdvise the Branch 1s to their sultae ae ) 
JSU aa 


EE) - Southend Eraneh. “"Th-t no member of the Farty can be” aime 
the 


“rmed Forces, 
In support of the Resolution it wis urged thit the Farty did Sag 
tend to .zree with this proposition in view of thosp Gas consi 
eiven to applications from members of the ‘rmed Forces and the @e 
6retion of those cases where msmbrcors joined the “*rmed Forecs. 
it wes true that 111 members of the "orking-Class were to some G 
6ngaced in furtherine the prosecution of the wor, the ‘rmed Force 


were the spearhead of the movement and Socialists should not in ties ort 
oOppess the war and in preetice @s the opposite. The *rmed Forees * tn 
the todyouard of the Caritalist Class the Socialists should not form °° 
1. part of that bodyveulemar it is’ hypocritical for Socialists toe Ss) 
oprcosé wir rut nt the same time to have their members in the *rmed c 
Forces. Members should be prepared to undergo hardships in defence + 


sf their principles althouch organisaticns existed to alleviate such 
hardshirs. 4 

"nother view was that whilé wo cannot prevent members teinge conscript 
eG into the *rmed Forces we should not permit membership to be retain- 
ed inthe case of those volunteering, 

In oprositi-n t> the resolution It was stated that the Party could 

not lay down s line of eoncuct for its members in connection with the 
‘rrod Forees without a compléte knowledee cf the circumstances surround= 
inz each case. Nor should members criticise the actions of others 
less fortunately risced than themselves. then the question of 
voluntcerine was dealt with by the Farty in the last war it was under- 
stood that such volunteering méant that the member had political 
reasons for volunteeringe which were opposed to the Socialist easo. 
Vartyréom waa not in the interests of @ither the momucr or the Party. 
The Kkesclution 1f csrriecé would make the Partly an ilieeai Sreanicacs 
‘nother view in support of the hesolution was thet it wee not tmiceno 
say that memtere could not avoid being droan into the 4rmedad Forces =| 
they heve 1 choice. The rosition micht arise in which hostilities 
trske out with countries in which there were Companion Parties of the: 
S. PAG Ae 
In orposition to the Resolution it was Ureed tiagve the rartyechoulde 
try to make 1 clenvare between the Yorkérs in wed ou of uniform. 
te logical we must extend such a principles ts €:cluds munition wor 
Gctc. from the Farty. The tasis upon which ths Farty should judge 
the question 1s whether the presence of Party members in the #rmed 
Forees embarresses the Farty. 

Scluticn - Lawrence (Bloomsbury) ané@ Clark (Fadainetcen) "That tne 
quéstion be put" Cd. eileee 
) Res2jlution wes then Lost §-368. 


Th 


nerOnT OF THe STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE Tie so creer Onsen 
reported thit there were present 40 Delégatos represent ine aio® 
hesolution - Howard and Millen (5lsomstury) “That the report) ba) 


ITGMS FOn DISCUSSION, 
XV} - Bloomsbury Branch. "“4Advisability of the faccy putt 
cant ato at the first General Blection after the war. 


(xvi) - Dasonham & Romford Branch. “*dvisability of runn 
at rarllomentary By-Eloctions. 


(xvii) - Foddincton Branch. "Shall propaganda ba - 
tne area for which 1 prospective candidate for Br 
for the Genore] BZlection following the war?" r 


It was claimed that our failure to put forward 
modé it difficult to persuade non-members that. 


S9th *nnuo] Contersnes. 
Page 11. 


rty and this should te remedied, i = 3 
iomentory candidate would provide suet oi aaa 
received with enthusiasm by the membershir and cive a ereat - 
t arty activities generally. Mile st any tine the Farty 
t currantec thet its candidates woulé not be Aurported By pes 
-cinlists, our proraeand: would te directed t. preventine non- 
ists auprorting our candidates. The efforts rut in ot Eaet 
not Seen wasted and larce numbers of "urkers there vere still 
npethy with the Farty. There {8 no reason t2 suppose thet the 
posit would he lost. Tt was pointed out thot the farty were 
vct stil) bound bv 4 previous Confertrce decision to rut forward 
ndidyte st the noxt General Zloction. Our proraecnda efforts non) 
™92 conceniscted rather dian disrersed over a wide area. After 
rar it appears that we shall havo an oreonisation more cepable 
iindline the situation than was the ease in 1918. 
tine by-Elections was supported on the grounds thit it will 
le the rarty to ascertain the amount of support there was °t the 
sant time ond . Generel] Election micht not occur for 2 considerable 
time ofter the wor, The publicity value of . By-Slection would bo 
eiter than that of 9 General Election. 
In opposition to the proposals it was claimec that 1 Socialist 
candidate either now or immediately after the war would receive non- 
cinlist votes, It would not te good rolicy to concnntrate in the 
no ere. at the expense of others. The publicity received misht be 
unfsvourntle rather than favournblie. hecent experience showed thot 
those cardid-toes who received support were those who claimed that 
their policies would assist in the more efficient prosecution of the 
wor, Tt wag noted that small orenanissations received very littis 


— 


for dise 


publicity 2s 2. result of Parliamentary campaigns. ‘ consideratle thods ado 
amount of enerey had been wnastcd nat Bast Ham leadinse to members 
becoming discouraged, 

Hesolution - Stovold ané Clark (Faddincton) "That this Conference t in futu 


Blection, in . constituency to be decided ky the z.C.” Ga, 26-9. 
hesolution - Gilmac and Millen (Bloomsbury) "That 911 possible cropn- 
ganda ke orranised in the aren which is chosen 1s 1 constituency or 


recomnends thet a candidate te put ur at the first post-war Genornal | 
| 
in the present constituency if its choice is renffirmod."” Cd. 25-8. 


(xviii) - Bloomsbury Branch. "The Farty "ttitude towards Trede Unions.” 


(xix) - 5.4%. London Branch. "That this Conference recommends the &.C. 
to call 1 Farty Conference to discuss the Farty's attitide to the Trade 
Unions and the members adherence to it." 
It was alleged that there is a serious differunce in the Patty on the 
Trade Union issue aad that Party gpeakers were putting the case 
{ncorrectly. Not all members of the Farty who could be members of 
Trade Unions vere memters of Trade Unions and the Farty should take 
sters to remedy this situation. 
In opposition it was claimed that there mas no evidence that such a 
difference of opinion existed nor that members did not join their 
appropriate Trade Unions. 
In order to clear up the situation a Special Conference should be held. 
Resolution - Walker and h.¥. McLaughlin (S.W.London) "That this Confer- 
ence recommends the &.C. to call a Farty Conference to discuss the 
Farty's attitude to the Trade Unions and the members adherence to it" 
Lost 18-19. 


(xi) - 5.4%. London Branch. "That 1 period be set aside at the end of 

each days procedure at ésch tnnual Conference to enable provincial 

members who go desire to have an opportunity of addressing the Farty 

Dolerates." 
xii) -S.%. London Brench, "That 4 clause bo introduced into the Party’s 

mode] standine orders to permit © vote of direction beings taken when the ~ 

Cheirmoan's ruling is challenced as follows: 'The Chairman may nd shall ~ 

by motion accert the direction of members assem:led where his ruling has ~~ 

besn questioned'." 

Resolution - Lawrence and Howard (Bloomsbury) "That consideration of 

‘Items for Discussion’ (xi) and (x41) be deferred until the next Delegate 

Mectine" Cd. 34-3, 

THE CONFEMENCS TEnwIN*TED AT 


fs Confer=" 
be celldd 


¢ would 


F-M. (Signed) C. C. Groves, 


Genérel Secretary, 
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’ 
: 
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(xfii) That tho E.C. bo inatructed to secure Head Office premises 
in. less expensive part of London. (Southend Branch) 


(xiv) That the #.C. consider the possibilities of translating 
Farty "orka into foreign languages. (Chiswick Branch 


(xv) ‘dvisibility of the Party putting forward a candidate at 
the firet General Election after the war. (Bloomsbury Brangh) 


(xvi) fdvisibllity of running candidates at Parliamentary 
By-elections. (Dagenham & Romford Branch) 


(xvii) Shall propaganda be commenced forthwich in the area for 
which .» prospective candidate for parliament has been 
found, for the General Election following the war? 

(Paddington Branch) 


(xviil) The Party Attitude towards Trade Unions. (Bloomsbury Branch) 


(xix) That this Conference recommends the B.C. to call na Party 
Conference to discuss the Party's attitide to the Trade 
Unions and the members adherence to it. (S.¥. London Branch) 


(xx) That 9 substantial increase in allocation of funds be 
granted to the Fublicity Committee tn connection with their 
work, (Chiswick Branch) 
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OFFICIALS AND COMMITTEES APPOINT&D BY THE 39th E.C. 


OFFICIALS: - Central Branch Secretary ........... George. 


Clessies Orgmanlser Ge ce «eels -lele teleosts ieee Gre 
LibrartanS ccesceenss cscs swles nee se aie PUBIMO SION Gc mee cient, 
Overseas Secretary .. 2 -scsercieroe ecieney, HOW Gtr 
Forty Funds Organiser . 7-20. reeieecior 
COMMITRERS: - Ballot ..a...0+5++. HEeNces), Grosiscebromn 
Editorial ......... Gilmac, Hardy and Waite. 
Binancie: 22 seer Hampson, Holt and Price, 
Premises .......... Howard, Kersley and Lake. 
Fropaganda ........ Groves, Millen and Young, 
Publicity ........« Milborne and Wtison M. 


Social ....s+ecesee- Cash, Leight, Wilson E. and Wilson M. 

1942 Conference ... Cuthbertson, Humphreys, Judd, 
icLaughlin and Young. 

Book Dept. ........ Law, Russell and Wright. 

On mothod of appointment of Full-Time 

Fropagandist ...... Holt, Frice and Waite. 


a 


ORDER OF BUSINESS, 


Item 1. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman. 
Item 2. Election of Tellers. 
Item 3. Report of Standing Orders Committee, 
Item 4+. Keport of $9th Exocutive Committee. 
Item 5. Amendments to Rules. 
Item 6. Kesolutions. 
Itom 7. Items for Discussion. 

8 


Other Businesses. 


meme Oe ee 


